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Looking back on 2005, I’m proud  of the tremendous successes and growth that our affili-
ate experienced this year.  The absolute highlight was partnering with two very deserving 
families to help them move from inadequate shelter into their own new Habitat Homes.  It 
was a blessed summer! 
 

Build 2005 was a life-enriching experience for all involved!  We built two 
homes in seven weeks with the help of hundreds of hardworking volunteers. 
Our two major home sponsors, Manulife Financial and Exit Realty Corp. Inter-
national, came on board with heartfelt enthusiasm.  They were honoured to 
present these families with keys to their new homes, and with this changed 
their lives and the futures of their young children for the better. 
 

We continued to raise funds for the future with our Barn Raising Dinner & Auc-
tion in October.  It was a splendid affair that raised $28,000 for our affiliate.  
TD Canada Trust, after adopting a week on our build site, went on to be the 
event’s Platinum Sponsor.  Guests were entertained by the incomparable 
Tony Quinn and were treated  to a rousing live auction.  Be sure to catch this 
exciting event in 2006! 

 

Those funds will be used this year, which promises to be filled with more growth and op-
portunity for our Habitat affiliate.  We are opening a Habitat for Humanity ReStore  - the 
first in our community. ReStores are building supply stores that accept and resell quality 
new and used building materials. The stores generate funds to support Habitat©s building 
programs, while reducing the amount of used materials that are headed for overflowing 
landfills.  Watch for our Grand Opening this Spring! 
 

Building homes for families in need is what we do, and it certainly is on the agenda for 
2006.  We plan to construct three new homes on Broom Road in Dartmouth during Au-
gust and September.  The future is bright for our organization and for the families who will 
partner with us in the years to come! 
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Habitat for Humanity Halifax-Dartmouth is excited to announce that plans are underway 
to open a Habitat ReStore this Spring!  The Habitat ReStore will sell new and gently 
used building materials to the public at a fraction of regular retail prices.  Materials sold 
at the ReStore are donated by building supply stores, contractors, businesses and indi-
viduals who wish to support the work of Habitat for Humanity.  All profits will go to the 
Halifax-Dartmouth affiliate.  If you’d like to get involved or donate, please call 464-0274. 
 
Please check our website for more information, our location and opening date: 

www.habitathalifax.eastlink.ca 
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·  Thank you to ING Canada for generously 
providing a $10,000 grant to Habitat 
·  Thank you to the Shell Environment Fund 
for providing a $5000 grant for our ReStore 
·  More than $23,000 has been raised in re-
cent build Adopt-A-Days!  Our thanks to all of 
who participated: TD Bank, ING Canada, Armco 
Communities, Scotiabank, Genworth Financial, 
Price Waterhouse Coopers, Greater Halifax 
Partnership, Sneider Electric, Enfield Hardware 
and Scotian Homes.   Contact 444-7443 to get 
involved in 2006! 
·  Thank you to the Nova Scotia Home Build-
ers’ Association for presenting us with a cheque 
for $6,000 from their summer golf tournament 
·  The 4th annual Playhouse Raffle will take 
place this Spring! Two fantasy playhouses will 
be on display in Mic Mac Mall and the final draw 
will be held in April.  Get your tickets! 
·  Habitat is looking to hire a Construction 
Manager for Build ‘06.  See info on our website. 
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The Martin family is marking a special anniversary in their home this season.  Ten years ago Don, 
Madonna and five rambunctious boys piled into their new home on Herring Cove Road, in the nick of 
time for Christmas. 
 

 “We were in it!” recalls Madonna of the chaotic period with sons ages one to eight. “We had a very 
dedicated crew building the home and Don had basically camped out the entire month of December 
so we could move in for Christmas.” 
 

 The year leading up to the move had been tough. The family had been living in a small apartment in 
Halifax while Madonna pursued graduate studies in sociology and Don worked as a building superin-
tendent.  Then Madonna was diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis. 
 

 When Don took a job in Lunenburg, Madonna accepted an offer from her family to move with the 
boys to Cape Breton, where she stayed for a year. Before leaving Halifax, Madonna applied for a 
Habitat home, and then promptly forgot about it. To Madonna’s complete surprise (and delight!), the 
Martins were selected and the work began. Don and eldest son Jonathan clocked long hours helping 
to build the four-bedroom split-level house.  
 

“It was a gift, really, a blessing,” says Madonna, “and everything was brand new. It was hard to be-
lieve that people got together to help build you a home in the middle of winter.” 
  
 Madonna points out the true meaning of  “home” extends far beyond the four walls of their home. 
 

 “We’re not originally from Halifax, but we’ve met wonderful people here, and we’re very involved in 
this community. We’ve embraced our community as our home.” 
 

 And as the Martin family gathers this season in their Habitat home, Madonna predicts it will be extra 
special. 
 
 “I will make a point of marking this Christmas anniversary and reflect back with the kids to celebrate 
and reaffirm how really blessed we are.”  

Volunteering ! 
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